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1. Introduction 

 

1.1  Context to community report  

 

Cloghercor Wind Farm Limited (‘the Applicant’) is a joint venture onshore renewable energy development, 

known as Cloghercor Wind Farm (‘the Development’), co-developed by Ørsted and FuturEnergy Ireland. The 

Description of the Development can be found in Chapter 2 of this EIAR.   

 

While it is not a mandatory requirement to undertake active consultation with communities prior to 

submitting a planning application, it is strongly recommended. Cloghercor Wind Farm Limited has carried 

out extensive consultation in relation to the proposed development with members of the public, including 

local residents, community groups and elected representatives. The objective of these consultations is to 

ensure that the views and concerns of all are taken into account in the Environmental Impact Assessment 

(EIA) process.  

 

All of this activity has been carried out in accordance with the Code of Practice for Wind Energy 

Development in Ireland Guidelines for Community Engagement (2016)1 and the Draft Revised Wind Energy 

Development Guidelines (2019)2.  

 

This report outlines the consultation and community engagement initiatives taken by Cloghercor Wind Farm 

prior to the planning application and the main issues identified during this process. It also specifies how the 

final proposal reflects community consultation, and the steps taken to ensure that the proposed 

development will be of enduring economic benefit to the communities concerned. 

 

1.2  Background to Cloghercor Wind Farm community engagement 

 

Having initially introduced the project to the community in April 2021 with a 23 turbine scheme of up to 

200m tip height, constraints were identified through desk study, site survey and analysis. Feedback from the 

community was also taken into consideration during the iterative design process. As a result of this process, 

the Applicant has significantly revised the scheme to the current, final proposal forming this Application.  

 

It should be noted that the project was first introduced to the community during the Covid-19 pandemic, 

when public health guidance remained in place which restricted public gatherings from being held. 

Therefore, whilst it was not practically possible to hold an in-person exhibition or a public meeting during 

the initial round of consultation on the first design iteration, the Applicant has sought to ensure that key 

stakeholders and the communities nearby to the proposed site were aware of the proposals and given 

multiple opportunities to view, and discuss, the proposals in a Covid-secure setting. 

 

 
1 https://assets.gov.ie/109110/b419a104-e6df-4a3e-a7ef-172166932bee.pdf  
2 https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/9d0f66-draft-revised-wind-energy-development-guidelines-december-2019/  

https://assets.gov.ie/109110/b419a104-e6df-4a3e-a7ef-172166932bee.pdf
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/9d0f66-draft-revised-wind-energy-development-guidelines-december-2019/
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As soon as public health guidelines allowed for face-to-face interaction to form part of the community 

engagement approach, the Applicant undertook efforts to provide opportunities for the community to view, 

discuss and comment on the subsequent design iterations of the proposal in both a virtual and an in-person 

setting to allow for maximum community participation.  

 

All of the public engagement has been undertaken with the intention of providing key stakeholders, 

including elected representatives and the local community, with opportunities to view, discuss in detail and 

comment on the proposals. The Applicant has offered direct developer communication with community 

groups and residents.  

 

This community report has been prepared on behalf of the Applicant by Message Matters, the strategic 

communications agency that has assisted the Applicant with the pre-application consultation and 

community engagement for Cloghercor Wind Farm, to accompany the application.  

 

 

2. Consultation activities 

 

2.1  Appointment of Community Liaison Officers 

 

In accordance with the Code of Practice for Wind Energy Development in Ireland Guidelines for Community 

Engagement, Community Liaison Officers (CLOs) were appointed to represent the project in the local 

community, ensure that queries were responded to, and ensure regular liaison with the community as the 

project progressed through various design iterations.  

 

The first CLO was appointed prior to the initial introduction of the project to the community in early 2021. A 

second, dual language, CLO was appointed in autumn 2021, who was able to communicate with the 

community in English and Irish to recognise the importance of communicating the project details in Irish 

within the Gaeltacht.  

 

The CLOs have visited homes within 2km of the proposed development on a number of occasions to ensure 

they are informed about the project, as summarised below and outlined further in this community report: 

 

● June 2021 - To provide residents with a copy of the June 2021 newsletter and invite participation in 

public consultation sessions 

● November 2021 - To provide residents with postcard invite to November 2021 community 

engagement webinar and to invite their participation in the event 

● June 2022 - To provide residents with a copy of the June 2022 newsletter and invite participation in 

public consultation sessions 

● October 2022 -  To provide residents with a copy of the October 2022 newsletter and invite 

participation in public consultation sessions.  

 

2.2  Introduction of project to local community  
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In advance of engagement in the local community on the first design iteration for Cloghercor Wind Farm, 

the Applicant prepared a newsletter containing information pertaining to the proposal which was delivered 

to the immediate population whose properties are within 5km of the boundary of the proposed 

development. 

 

The newsletter was delivered in early April 2021, and completed by a contracted newsletter delivery 

company, All Homes, who were able to carry out the delivery in accordance with the Government of 

Ireland’s coronavirus health guidance at that time.  

 

The purpose of the newsletter was to introduce the project to the community and their elected 

representatives. It contained the following information: 

 

● Introduction to the co-development partners (who at the time were Brookfield Renewable Ireland 

and Coillte) and the project development team, including CLO details 

● Detail location (small map) of the proposed location of the development 

● Detail of anticipated project timetable (including public/virtual exhibitions)   

● Information on environmental studies underway on the site  

● Information on the potential benefits of the project to the local community 

● Information on the necessity of wind energy development in a context of national and international 

policy 

● Contact information for the project team, including dedicated project email address 

(info@cloghercorwindfarm.com), a project phone number, and postal address 

● Information on where to find out more information on the proposal online (via a dedicated project 

website, www.cloghercorwindfarm.com).  

 

A copy of the newsletter can be found in Appendix A.  

 

2.2.1  Introduction of the project to active community groups 

 

A pdf copy of the newsletter was sent via email from the dedicated project address on 1 April 2021 to a 

range of groups that were identified as being active within the local community (see Appendix B). 

 

The outreach to these community groups included an offer of further discussion with the project 

development team and a request that the information be circulated to any other community groups active 

in the local area that might be interested in hearing from the Cloghercor Wind Farm project team.  

 

2.2.2  Introduction of the project to elected representatives  

 

A pdf copy of the newsletter was sent via email to locally elected representatives on 1 April 2021 Examples 

of this correspondence can be found in Appendix C. 

 

mailto:info@cloghercorwindfarm.com
http://www.cloghercorwindfarm.com/
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The outreach to the locally elected representatives included an offer of further discussion with the project 

development team and a request that the information be circulated to any other community groups active 

in the local area that might be interested in hearing from the Cloghercor Wind Farm project team.  

 

2.2.3  Introduction of the project to local media outlets 

 

A member of the Cloghercor Wind Farm project team conducted a ringaround of local media outlets on 1 

April 2021, informing local media of the approach towards the community consultation and how to reach 

the project team. 

 

The local media outlets are listed as follows: 

 

● Donegal Live (Donegal Democrat, Donegal Post and Donegal People’s Press) 

● Donegal News 

● Donegal Daily 

● Finn Valley Voice 

● Highland Radio 

● Ocean FM.  

 

2.3  Public consultation sessions - design iteration 1 

 

Consultation on design iteration 1 was launched at the end of June 2021. In line with the Government of 

Ireland’s public health guidelines which were in place at the time, an in-person exhibition was not organised 

at this stage however significant efforts were undertaken to enable members of the public, residents, 

community groups and locally elected representatives to view, discuss and comment on the proposals, as 

detailed henceforth. 

 

2.3.1  Virtual consultation room  

 

The first design iteration for Cloghercor Wind Farm was presented to the community in the form of a ‘virtual 

consultation room’ which was available to access online at the dedicated project website, 

www.cloghercorwindfarm.com from 00:01 on Monday 28 June 2021.  

 

The virtual consultation room contained: 

 

● Introductory video  

● Site location and site layout figure; 

● Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) figure; 

● Information on on-site environmental and ecological studies and the EIA process, in the form of a 

recorded PowerPoint presentation and written information; 

● Information on community benefit options; 

● Feedback form (the option was given to instantly provide feedback via an online form, or to 

download and return the feedback form via email or post).  

http://www.cloghercorwindfarm.com/
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A representative screenshot indicating how the virtual consultation room appeared to a visitor is in 

Appendix D. 

 

Copies of the exhibition materials on display in the June 2021 virtual consultation room are in Appendix E.  

 

2.3.2  Promotion of virtual consultation room for design iteration 1  

 

Members of the public, residents, community groups and locally elected representatives were given prior 

notice of the virtual public consultation for design iteration 1 in the two weeks prior to the room going ‘live’ 

on 28 June 2021. 

 

The promotion of the virtual consultation room consisted of the following: 

 

● Newsletter invitation delivered on 18 June 2021 to residents within a 5km radius of the 

development site (see Appendix A). The CLO and additional members of the Cloghercor Wind Farm 

project team hand delivered newsletters to the households within 1km of the wind farm site, with a 

view to instigating face-to-face discussion with these residents. The newsletter contained: 

○ An invitation for the community to access the virtual consultation room from 28 June 2021 

and to provide their feedback 

○ Site map and proposed turbine layout 

○ Detail of anticipated project timetable  

○ Information on environmental studies underway on the site  

○ Information on the potential benefits of the project to the local community 

○ Information on the necessity of wind energy development in a context of national and 

international policy 

○ Information on forthcoming corporate ownership changes with both Brookfield Renewable 

Ireland and Coillte, and that both companies were changing names to Ørsted and 

FuturEnergy Ireland respectively. 

● Distribution of posters for display locally (see Appendix F) 

● Writing to community groups, issuing invitation to view the virtual exhibition and provide feedback 

(see Appendix B) 

● Writing to locally elected representatives, issuing invitation to view the virtual exhibition and 

provide feedback (see Appendix C) 

 

2.3.3  Attendance and feedback in virtual consultation room for design iteration 1  

 

In the time period 28 June-12 August 2021 there were 90 unique visitors to the virtual exhibition room.  

 

Members of the public were invited to submit comments, concerns and opinions regarding the proposed 

development through a feedback form provided in the virtual consultation room. In total, three respondents 

submitted feedback on design iteration 1. 
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The main queries raised during this stage of the consultation, as recorded via the virtual feedback form 

contained within the virtual consultation room, were: 

 

● Visual impact of the proposed development - request for photomontages 

● Physical health impacts from onshore wind developments on local residents  

● Impact of onshore wind developments on nearby biodiversity  

 

2.3.4  Community information webinar for design iteration 1 

 

To maintain dialogue with the local community, a community information webinar was hosted by the 

Applicant on 29 November 2021 from 18:00-20:00.  

 

The webinar consisted of a PowerPoint presentation that was delivered by members of the Cloghercor Wind 

Farm project team (see Appendix H) and which contained details on the following: 

 

● Information on site selection 

● Proposed turbine locations  

● Information on on-site environmental and ecological studies and the EIA process 

● Planning process and project timeline 

● Local benefits of the project.  

 

2.3.5  Promotion of community information webinar for design iteration 1 

 

Members of the public, residents, community groups and locally elected representatives were given prior 

notice of the community information webinar for design iteration 1 in the two weeks prior to the event 

taking place on 29 November 2021 and invited to sign up to attend the event on the dedicated project 

website. 

 

The promotion of the community information webinar consisted of the following: 

 

● A postcard was issued to households within a 2km radius of the site on 17 November 2021. The 

postcard provided information about the community engagement webinar and invited individuals to 

sign up to attend. The postcard was delivered by CLOs who took the opportunity to discuss the 

project with residents when delivering the postcard (see Appendix G) 

● The webinar was advertised in the local press as follows (see Appendix I):  

○ Print advertisement in Donegal People’s Press on 23 November 2021  

○ Print advertisement in Donegal Democrat on 25 November 2021 

○ Digital advert across Donegal Live sites from 22-29 November 2021. 

● The event was also advertised in the local parish newsletter 

● Locally elected representatives (councillors, TDs and MEPs) and established community groups were 

also informed via email of the webinar.  
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2.3.6  Attendance and feedback at community information webinar for design iteration 1 

 

Approximately 19 people were in attendance for the duration of the community information webinar. 

Throughout the webinar, questions and feedback were invited via a live Q&A box, with members of the 

project team addressing questions throughout the event.  

 

The main queries raised during the community information webinar, as recorded by members of the 

Cloghercor Wind Farm project team during the session, were: 

 

● Proposed height of wind turbines 

● Digging and excavation required to erect turbines 

● Impact on local residents of proximity to onshore wind developments 

● Measures to protect the site from peat landslides during construction and operations 

● Visibility of the proposed development - request for 3D model.  

 

The presentation that was delivered at the community information webinar was uploaded to the dedicated 

project website after the event and the materials were shared with any individuals who had been in touch 

with the project to advise that they would be unable to attend on 29 November 2021.   

 

2.4  Public consultation sessions - Design iteration 2  

 

Consultation on design iteration 2 was launched in June 2022. To ensure that members of the public, 

residents, community groups and locally elected representatives could have maximum opportunity to view, 

discuss and comment on the proposals, two in-person exhibition events were held in the local area in 

addition to a virtual consultation room being added to the dedicated project website. Feedback was invited 

at both the in-person and online events.  

 

2.4.1  Exhibition events - design iteration 2 

 

Cloghercor Wind Farm organised two public exhibition events which were held in two locations close to the 

proposed wind farm site. The exhibitions took place on Monday 13 June and Tuesday 14 June 2022. Both 

events were held from 12:00-20:00.  

 

The public consultations were held in the following venues: 

 

● Monday 13 June - Halla Naomh Bride, Madavagh, Lettermacaward 

● Tuesday 14 June - Teach Gleann Ceo, Main Street, Doochary.  

 

At the sessions, there were a series of information panels that contained details on the following:  

 

● Site location and site layout figure 

● Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) figure 

● Photomontages of the proposed development 
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● Information on on-site environmental and ecological studies and the EIA process 

● Information on community benefit options 

● Feedback form.  

 

Exhibition materials can be found in Appendix E.  

 

2.4.2  Virtual consultation room - design iteration 2 

 

To allow maximum opportunity for interested parties to view, discuss, and comment on the proposals, the 

exhibition materials on display at the exhibition events were replicated in a virtual consultation room 

displaying design iteration 2.  

 

The virtual consultation room went ‘live’ at 00:01 on 13 June 2022. A digital feedback form was provided 

within the virtual consultation room, and attendees were also given the option to download and return 

feedback forms at a later date.  

 

The virtual consultation room was advertised in the same materials that advertised the in-person exhibition 

events.  

 

2.4.3  Promotion of public consultation sessions for design iteration 2 

 

Members of the public, residents, community groups and locally elected representatives were given prior 

notice of the public consultation sessions for design iteration 2in the two weeks prior to the events 

commencing on 13 June 2022. 

 

The promotion of the public consultation sessions for design iteration 2 consisted of the following: 

 

● A newsletter was issued to households within a 2km radius of the site on 7 June 2022. The 

newsletter was delivered by CLOs who took the opportunity to discuss the project with residents 

when delivering the newsletter (see Appendix A). The newsletter provided: 

○ A site layout figure detailing turbine locations for design iteration 2 

○ Information on the on-site environmental and ecological surveys that had contributed to 

changes in the turbine numbers and site layout 

○ Information on the community benefit opportunities 

○ Information about the in-person exhibition events and virtual consultation room and invited 

individuals to access the materials, discuss queries with the project team and submit 

feedback. 

● Advertisements in the local press as follows (see Appendix I):  

○ Print advertisement in Donegal Democrat on 2 June 2022 

○ Digital advert across Donegal Live sites from 5-12 June 2022. 

● Advertisement in the local parish newsletter. 

● Distribution of posters for display locally (see Appendix F) 
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● Writing to community groups, issuing invitation to attend in-person exhibition or view the virtual 

exhibition and provide feedback (see Appendix B) 

● Writing to locally elected representatives, issuing invitation to attend in-person exhibition or view 

the virtual exhibition and provide feedback (see Appendix C) 

 

2.4.4  Attendance and feedback at public consultation sessions for design iteration 2  

 

Over the two days of the in-person exhibition events, approximately 50 people attended the sessions. The 

main queries raised during this stage of the consultation, as recorded by Cloghercor Wind Farm project team 

members present at the sessions, were: 

 

● Visual impact of the proposed development - request for photomontages 

● Potential noise impact from the proposed development 

● Concerns that a fire may take place within the forestry 

● Concerns that replant land should be planted with native conifers.  

 

 

A virtual feedback form was also provided in the virtual consultation room produced for design iteration 2. 

One feedback form was received. The feedback can be summarised as follows: 

 

● Sound limits for onshore wind turbines 

● Potential employment provided by the proposed Development.  

 

2.5  Public consultation sessions - Design iteration 3  

 

Consultation on design iteration 3 was launched in October 2022. To ensure that members of the public, 

residents, community groups and locally elected representatives could have maximum opportunity to view, 

discuss and comment on the proposals, two in-person exhibition events were held in the local area in 

addition to a virtual consultation room being added to the dedicated project website. Feedback was invited 

at both the in-person and online events.  

 

The consultation sessions were originally scheduled to take place in the local area on 10 and 12 October 

2022. However, due to the period of mourning following a fatal incident at Creeslough in County Donegal, 

the decision was taken to postpone the public consultation sessions in a mark of respect to those affected. 

 

The rescheduled public consultation took place in-person and virtually from 2 November 2022.  

 

2.5.1  Exhibition events - design iteration 3 

 

Cloghercor Wind Farm organised two public exhibition events which were held in two locations close to the 

proposed wind farm site. The exhibitions took place on 2 November and 3 November 2022. Both events 

were held from 14:00-20:00.  
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The public consultations were held in the following venues: 

 

● Wednesday 2 November - Gweebarra Bar, Meenagowan, Lettermacaward 

● Thursday 3 November - Teach Gleann Ceo, Main Street, Doochary.  

 

At the sessions, there were a series of information panels that contained details on the following:  

 

● Site location and site layout figure 

● Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) figure 

● Photomontages of the proposed development 

● Information on proposed recreational amenity on wind farm site 

● Information on on-site environmental and ecological studies and the EIA process 

● Information on community benefit options 

● Feedback form.  

 

Exhibition materials can be found in Appendix E.  

 

2.5.2  Virtual consultation room - design iteration 3 

 

To allow maximum opportunity for interested parties to view, discuss, and comment on the proposals, the 

exhibition materials on display at the exhibition events were replicated in a virtual consultation room 

displaying design iteration 3.  

 

The virtual consultation room went ‘live’ at 00:01 on 2 November 2022. A digital feedback form was 

provided within the virtual consultation room, and attendees were also given the option to download and 

return feedback forms at a later date.  

 

The virtual consultation room was advertised in the same materials that advertised the in-person exhibition 

events.  

 

2.5.3  Promotion of public consultation sessions for design iteration 3 

 

Members of the public, residents, community groups and locally elected representatives were given prior 

notice of the original dates for the public consultation sessions for design iteration 3 on 6 October 2022.  

 

Notification was made via a newsletter, which was issued to households within a 2km radius of the site on 6 

October 2022. The newsletter provided: 

 

● A site layout figure detailing turbine locations for design iteration 3 

● Information on the community benefit opportunities 

● Information about the in-person exhibition events and virtual consultation room and invited 

individuals to access the materials, discuss queries with the project team and submit feedback. 
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The newsletter was delivered by CLOs who took the opportunity to discuss the project with residents when 

delivering the newsletter (see Appendix A). 

 

Further to the decision to postpone the public consultations due to the tragic incident in the county, various 

steps were taken to advise members of the public, residents, community groups and locally elected 

representatives of the postponement - as follows: 

 

● Writing to all individuals who had expressed interest in attending the public consultation sessions  

● Writing to community groups 

● Writing to locally elected representatives 

● Press release issued to local media.  

● Phone calls to residents who made appointments to attend 

 

The rearranged dates for the public consultation sessions for design iteration 3 were subsequently 

advertised as follows:  

 

● A postcard detailing the dates, venues and timings of the in-person exhibition and the virtual 

consultation room was delivered by the project CLOs to households within a 2km radius of the wind 

farm site on 25 October 2022  

● The public consultation sessions were advertised in the local press as follows (see Appendix I):  

○ Print advertisement in Donegal Democrat on 27 October 2022 

○ Advertorial across Donegal Live sites from 27 October 2022-3 November 2022 

● Writing to community groups, issuing invitation to attend in-person exhibition or view the virtual 

exhibition and provide feedback (see Appendix B) 

● Writing to locally elected representatives, issuing invitation to attend in-person exhibition or view 

the virtual exhibition and provide feedback (see Appendix C) 

 

2.5.4  DI3 attendance and feedback 

 

Over the two days of the in-person exhibition events, approximately 35 people attended the sessions. The 

main queries raised during this stage of the consultation, as recorded by Cloghercor Wind Farm project team 

members present at the sessions, were: 

 

 Landscape and visual impact of the proposed development 

 Drainage of water from the site 

 Potential noise impacts from the site 

 

 

A virtual feedback form was also provided in the virtual consultation room produced for design iteration 3. 

Two feedback forms were received. The feedback can be summarised as follows: 

 

● Maps of proposed recreational amenities were useful 

● Visual impact of the proposed development on Gweebarra river valley 
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● Benefits of the proposal in terms of recreational amenity, community benefit funding, and clean 

energy produced by the scheme.  

 

 

 

 

 

2.6  Direct correspondence and meetings 

 

Throughout the pre-planning stage Cloghercor Wind Farm continued to engage with the community on an 

ongoing basis though written communications (via the dedicated project email address), discussions over 

the phone (via the dedicated project phone number, managed by the CLOs). 

 

At the request of individuals, the Applicant also facilitated a number of meetings with individual residents to 

discuss the proposed project and their queries. 

 

Representatives from Cloghercor Wind Farm have met with and maintained an open dialogue with Tír 

Chonaill GAP Cycling Club about the potential to create a recreational amenity at the site after construction 

of the proposed wind farm.  

 

Cloghercor Wind Farm has also maintained a written dialogue with locally elected representatives and 

answered any queries sent to the project on behalf of their constituents.  

 

2.7  Dedicated contact details 

Since the project was first introduced to the community in April 2021, the Applicant has provided dedicated 

contact details for the proposed project, including a dedicated phone number, email address and postal 

address. All enquiries fielded through these contact streams have been addressed by the dedicated CLOs 

and/or another member of the Cloghercor Wind Farm project team.  

 

2.8  Project website 

A dedicated project website was launched in March 2021, available at www.cloghercorwindfarm.com. 

 

The website is an additional communications channel to inform members of the public about the proposed 

development. Details on the proposed location, information leaflets, layout maps and dedicated contact 

details for the project can be found on the website. The website has also hosted a Frequently Asked 

Questions and links to various external resources in order to address common queries about onshore wind 

energy.  

 

The website also hosted the virtual consultation rooms that were prepared for all three design iterations of 

the project.  

 

2.9  Community liaison 

http://www.cloghercorwindfarm.com/
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As noted throughout sections 2.1 - 2.6 of this community report, the Applicant appointed two dedicated 

Community Liaison Officers (CLOs) for the proposed development to ensure continued on-the-ground 

engagement with the local community. 

 

The CLOs have visited homes within 2km of the proposed development on a number of occasions to ensure 

they are informed about the project. 

 

 

2.10  Engagement with community groups 

As recommended in the Draft Revised Wind Energy Development Guidelines (2019), in addition to 

circulating information pertaining to the proposal to the immediate population nearby to the wind farm site, 

the developer should also circulate information to community groups within approx. 10km radius.  

 

As such, Cloghercor Wind Farm has included the local community groups listed below on its circulation list. 

Due to there being very few active community groups in the immediate vicinity of the proposed wind farm 

site, the area of interest for community groups has been extended to approximately 13km radius from the 

wind farm site.  

 

These groups have been communicated with via email sent from the dedicated project email address on the 

occasions listed in sections 2.1 - 2.5 of this community report. However, responses and engagement from 

these groups has been limited.  

 

Those groups are listed as follows: 

 

● Lettermacaward Development Group 

● Gweebarra Community Group 

● Na Rossa GAA Club 

● Forbairt Eachla 

● Fintown Harps FootballClub 

● Mens Shed, Fintown 

● Coiste Sheáin Bháin  

● Fintown Railway 

● Fintown Anglers Association 

● Glenties Development Group 

● Glenties Tidy Towns Committee 

● Glenties Community Action Group 

● Naomh Conaill GAA Club 

● Donegal Railway Restoration 

● CLG An Clachan Liath GAA Club 

● Donegal Game Anglers Association 

● We Love Donegal  

● Gweebarra Conservation Group (note: Group requested no further contact from the Applicant with 

regard to the proposed development after newsletter 1).  
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2.11  Engagement with locally elected representatives  

 

As recommended in the Draft Revised Wind Energy Development Guidelines (2019), the developer should 

also circulate information to locally elected representatives. 

 

As such, Cloghercor Wind Farm has included the locally elected representatives listed below on its 

circulation list. These representatives have been communicated with via email sent from the dedicated 

project email address on the occasions listed in sections 2.1 - 2.5 of this community report.  

 

● Members of the European Parliament for Midlands and North West  

● Members of Dáil Éireann for Donegal  

● Members of Donegal County Council for Glenties  

● Cathaoirleach and Leas-Chathaoirleach of Donegal County Council.  

 

2.12  Increasing accessibility 

 

Significant efforts have been made to ensure that all communications from the project to the community 

are accessible: 

 

● All newsletters, postcards, information panels and posters pertaining to the project have been 

produced in English and Irish 

● One of the CLOs appointed to represent the project locally is Irish-speaking and has conducted 

conversations with the community in Irish where requested 

● The exhibition materials for all three design iterations have been replicated in virtual consultation 

rooms, for individuals to access and comment on at their leisure and comfort 

● Multiple opportunities have been provided for individuals to discuss and comment on the proposals 

in a Covid-secure setting in person or online, to ensure that public health guidelines were upheld in 

the initial stages of consultation, and that the public were provided with options depending on their 

level of comfort following the removal of public health guidelines relating to Covid-19.  

 

3. Impact of community engagement on proposed development 
 

3.1  Number of turbines and setback distance 

 

Further to the initial series of public consultation in 2021, the feedback received was that the proximity of 

turbines to local residents was a cause for concern.  

 

The initial layout of the proposed development was revised from 23 to 21 turbines following the first series 

of public consultation in 2021. A number of changes were also made to turbine placement at this stage. 

Following the second series of public consultation in June 2022, the number of turbines was reduced further 
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to 19. During this design process the set back distances from properties was also increased from 800m to 

925m to the nearest receptor. This setback is in excess of the postulated four times tip height design 

constraint proposed in the Draft Wind Energy Guidelines (2019). This reduction in turbines and increased set 

back distances helps address some of the concerns raised in relation to noise and landscape and visual 

impact.  

 

 

4. Enduring economic benefit 

 

The Applicant recognises that the Code of Practice for Wind Energy Development in Ireland Guidelines for 

Community Engagement (2016) and the Draft Revised Wind Energy Development Guidelines (2019) 

stipulate that wind farm developers should identify enduring economic benefit to the communities 

concerned from the proposed development, and should also highlight short term economic benefits to the 

communities concerned. 

 

4.1  Short term economic benefits 

 

It is estimated that at peak construction between 96 and 139  jobs will be created. This in turn will have a 

knock-on effect on the local economy through the supply of services to the workforce. This will be in 

addition to regional-level procurement of services and materials for the wind farm construction.   

 

Additionally, the payment of a development contribution to Donegal County Council in respect of public 

infrastructure and facilities will provide benefits to the local community (such as refurbishment, upgrading, 

enlargement or replacement of roads, car parks, car parking places, sewers, waste water facilities, drains or 

water mains, the provision of open spaces, parks, community facilities and amenities and landscaping works 

etc) in the county. 

 

4.2  Long term economic benefits 

The proposed project will provide many long term benefits to the communities surrounding the proposed 

development.  

 

4.2.1  Community benefit fund 

 

In accordance with the government-led Renewable Electricity Support Scheme (RESS), the project will 

deliver a substantial and long-term community benefit fund throughout the period that Cloghercor Wind 

Farm is operational. 

 

This fund is expected to be approximately €500,000 for the first 15 years of the project, depending on final 

turbine specification, and will include a near neighbour scheme.  

 

Throughout the pre-planning consultation the Applicant has confirmed that it will enable and empower the 

community to decide how any future community benefit fund will be distributed, and that the Applicant will 
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provide whatever support is required to ensure the community is able to direct the fund towards local 

needs, amenities and priorities.  

 

In relation to the near neighbour scheme, the Applicant has invited feedback from the community as to how 

a scheme could support those in closest proximity to the proposed Development, and has provided 

examples such as direct financial support for households with energy bills, payments to 

enable households to retrofit their homes, or support for further education. 

 

4.2.2  Recreational amenity 

 

Further to engagement with local residents and groups representing access-takers in the local area, it was 

understood that there is local interest in developing a recreational amenity on or around the wind farm site 

that can be utilised by the general public. 

 

On this basis, Cloghercor Wind Farm commissioned an expert consultant to undertake further consultation 

with the local community and survey the capability of the site to develop a proposal for a recreational 

amenity that can be used after commissioning of the wind farm. The proposed recreational amenity was put 

on display with design iteration 3, with feedback invited from the community.  

 

Further to this feedback, it is proposed that a recreational amenity including marked walking trails along the 

site access roads, viewing points, signage and provision of a permanent public car park with seating and 

picnic tables is developed at the end of the construction phase. 

 

 

5. Conclusion 

 

This community report has provided an account of the pre-planning consultation undertaken by the 

Applicant for the proposed Cloghercor Wind Farm.  

 

The consultation process has been an extremely valuable exercise and has provided a detailed and 

enhanced understanding of the key issues and concerns of the local community, which has ultimately 

shaped the final project proposal.  

 

The Applicant has committed to active engagement, consultation and dialogue with the local community 

from an early stage and is committed to continuing with this throughout the planning, construction and 

operational process for the proposed Development. 
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Appendix B - Correspondence to active community groups 

  



 

 

Correspondence 1 - April 2021 

 

  
 



 

 

Correspondence 2 - June 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Correspondence 3 - November 2021 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Correspondence 4 - June 2022 
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Appendix C - Correspondence to locally elected representatives 

1. Example of Correspondence sent to Councillors, TD’s and MEP’s – April 2021 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

2. Example of Correspondence sent to Councillors, TD’s and MEP’s – June 2021 

 

 
 

  



 

 

 
 

  



 

 

 
  



 

 

3. Example of Correspondence sent to Councillors, TD’s and MEP’s – November 2021 

 

 
 

  



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

  



 

 

4. Example of Correspondence sent to Councillors, TD’s and MEP’s – June 2022 

 

 
 

  



 

 

 
 

  



 

 

 
 

 

 

  



 

 

5. Example of Correspondence sent to Councillors, TD’s and MEP’s – October 2022 

 

 
 

  



 

 

 
  



 

 

 
 

  



 

 

6. Example of Correspondence for rescheduled event sent to Councillors, TD’s and MEP’s – October 2022 

 

 
 

  



 

 

 
 

  



 

 

 



 

 

Appendix D - Representative Screenshot of Virtual Consultation Room  

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Appendix E - Exhibition Materials  

 

June 2021 - Design Iteration 1 information panels 

  



 

 

  



 

 
 



 

  



 

 
 



 

  



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

  



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

June 2021 - Design Iteration 1 - Site Map 

 

  



 

 

June 2021 - Design Iteration 1 feedback form 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

June 2022 - Design Iteration 2 information panels 



 

 
 



 

  



 

  



 

 
  



 

 
  



 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 

  



 

 

June 2022 - Design Iteration 2 Site Map  

 

  



 

 

June 2022 - Design Iteration 2 feedback form 

 

  



 

 

 



 

 

November 2022 - Design Iteration 3 - Information panels 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

  



 

  



 

 
 



 

  



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

  



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

  



 

 
 



 

 

November 2022 - Design Iteration 3 - Site Map 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

November 2022 - Design Iteration 3 - Feedback form 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

Appendix F - Display Posters for consultation events 

 

June 2021 - Design iteration 1 virtual exhibition poster 

 

  



 

 

June 2022 - Design iteration 2 exhibition poster 

 

 
 



 

 

November 2022 - Design iteration 3 exhibition poster 

 

  



 

 

Appendix G - Project postcards  

 

November 2021 - Webinar postcard invitation 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Appendix H - Community information webinar, 29 November 2021 - Design Iteration 1 - PowerPoint slides 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 



 

 

 

  



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
  



 

 

Appendix I - Local press advertisements for consultation events 

 

November 2021 - Webinar for design iteration 1 

 

Donegal People’s Press - 23 November 2021 

 



 

 

Donegal Democrat - 25 November 2021 

 

  



 

 

 

Virtual campaign, Donegal Live - November 2021 

 

 



 

 

June 2022 - Design Iteration 2 

 

Donegal Democrat - 2 June 2022 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

Virtual campaign, Donegal Live - June 2022 

 

 
 

 

  



 

 

November 2022 - Design Iteration 3 

 

Donegal Democrat - 27 October 2022 

 

 
 

 


