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• Coillte Renewable Energy are 
responsible for harnessing the wind 
energy above Coillte forests.

• Coillte’s ambition is to develop a 
further 1GW of renewable energy 
over the next ten years.

Project Developers

• Until recently, Coillte’s partner for 
this project has been Brookfield 
Renewable Ireland, one of the largest 
owners and developers of renewable 
assets in the country. 

• In June 2021, Ørsted signed an 
agreement to acquire Brookfield’s 
Irish renewable platform and pipeline 
projects, including Ballinagree.
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• Proposed development 
Study Area

• Design Iteration 3
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Project 
Location



Need for the Development
• Experts warn that if we don’t drastically reduce emissions there is a very real danger that we will see

temperatures rising well beyond +2C within our children’s lifetimes, resulting in extreme,
irreversible climate events that cause far-reaching, long-lasting damage.

• All parties of the Oireachtas recognise the State’s response to climate change has been insufficient. 1

• JCCA recommendations in relation to onshore energy focus on community acceptance.

• Climate Action Plan requires increase of ca. 4 GW of onshore wind by 2030.

• Climate Action Bill

• 51% reduction in GHG emissions by 2030

• Local authority 5-year climate action plan, consistent with government objectives

• The threat from the climate crisis is so severe and imminent that significant deployment of
renewable projects both onshore and offshore is urgently needed.

1 Joint Committee on Climate Action – Climate change: a cross-party consensus for action
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Distance of Dwellings 
from Turbines



Community Liaison

7

• Community Liaison Officers (CLOs): John Lyons, David Eves   

• Focus areas:     1. Local householders    2. Local Community Groups   3. Wider public 

• Householder engagement  Focus on  3km zone,  i.e. ~ 200 households

• Newsletters and Updates

• NL1.  Summer 2019    Door knocks, call backs, letters left, to reach all households

• NL2.  Winter 2019      Hand delivered

• NL3.  Summer 2020    via An Post due to Covid restrictions

• September 2020  Hand delivered info letter; questionnaire re  Zoom meetings

• NL4.  Winter  2020      Hand Delivered

• April 2021       Info update, delivered by 3rd party

• NL5.   September 2021        Hand delivered to 5Km area, over 500 households

• Community Groups 20 local community groups kept informed on ongoing basis

• Councillors and TDs Updates including newsletters and presentation to Municipal District Council

All issues/concerns raised were responded to by CLOs and/or Project Managers via calls, emails or meetings. 



Newsletter example
Detailed information provided in newsletters 3 and 5



Wider public engagement

• www.Ballinagreewindfarm.ie Virtual Tour opened Sept 2021

• Half Page advertorials in Corkman and Southern Star, Sept 2021

• Full Page advertorial in Lee Valley Outlook, Sept 2021

• This webinar advertised in the Corkman, Southern 
Star and Lee Valley Outlook, Sept 2021

http://www.ballinagreewindfarm.ie/


Website Virtual Tour  

• Project overview

• The timeframe

• The team

• Site maps

• Archaeology and 
Cultural Heritage

• Ecology

• Noise

• Landscape and Visuals

• Full set of 
photomontages

• Community Benefit Fund

• Copies of all Newsletters
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Project Overview

• Strategic Infrastructure Development (SID) project

• 20 turbines

• Hub height up to 110m; tip height up to 185m

• Access tracks, hard standings, internal cables

• 110 kV onsite substation and underground export cable to Clashavoon

• Forestry felling and offsite replanting

• Recreation proposal

• Community Benefit Fund
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Design Development

• Review of sites on national scale

• Large sites, suitable designation in County Development Plan, potential grid
connection, outside designated environmental sites (SAC/SPA), good wind
resource, suitable terrain

• Original search area consisting of Coillte and Third Party lands

• Reduced search area based on surveys and assessments that considered

• Wind Energy Development Guidelines, community engagement, setback from
dwellings (> 800m achieved), visual impacts, noise, ecology, archaeology, soil
stability, hydrology
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Design 
Development: 
Developable Area



Project Benefits

• Significant Community Benefit Fund – based on recent department publication
Ballinagree Wind Farm could provide an estimate € 600,000 Community Benefit
Fund per annum for first 15 years, € 300,000 in following years.

• Project will potentially produce 118 - 132 MW which is a significant contribution to
national targets.

• Estimated annual rates to Cork County Council ca. €800,000/annum.

• Sufficient electricity to power over 70,000 homes.

• Avoided emissions > 110,000 tonnes CO2 per annum, > 4 million tonnes in 35 years.

• Recreation and biodiversity initiatives.
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Community Benefit Fund
• Renewable Electricity Support Scheme projects are required to establish a Community Benefit Fund

for the local community. The fund must remain in place for the duration of RESS which is 15 years.

• Government guidance on how the fund is to be used;

• Near neighbour payments, min € 1,000/annum up to 1 km, discretionary up to 2km

• Max 40% to community enterprises based on UN Sustainable Development Goals

eg education, energy efficiency, climate action, sustainable energy

• Max 10% administration costs

• Balance of fund split between community clubs, societies, local entities & neighbours in

1-2km band

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/5f12f-community-projects-and-benefit-funds-ress/

• Communities decide where the fund is used. Once construction begins, a local Community Fund

Committee will be established with the assistance of an independent administrator. Page 16



Next Steps
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• Finalise planning application documents

• Planning application (Strategic Infrastructure Development)

• Target submission date: end November 2021

• Site notices and advertised in local and national papers

• All planning documents available on dedicated planning website

• Public will have at least six weeks to submit observations



Thank You
We would be delighted to answer any questions you may have
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Phone:1890 928740                           Email: ballinagreewindfarm@coillte.ie

www.ballinagreewindfarm.ie

mailto:ballinagreewindfarm@coillte.ie

